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Dear Friend,
 
On Sunday, September 18, 2011, we lost a very special person. Someone 
who always had a smile on her face. Someone who made all of us laugh - 
every single day! 
 
I was taught "always surround yourself with people smarter than you."  
Bea Reid was definitely MUCH smarter than me. Bea was not only the 
highest ranking civilian -- she was the first civilian and the first woman to 
reach the top of our organization. And, by the way, I know many of you 
have Bachelor's and Master's Degrees because Bea tutored you through 
Algebra.
 
You see, at the Sheriff's Office, Bea was the "Miracle Maker," and the 
master of detail.
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Florida 33880
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Let me give you some examples:
 
While running the day-to-day 
operations of the Office of Business 
Affairs (supervising a total of 173 
members), and providing services to 
our entire agency (of 1,931 
members), Bea also had additional 
responsibilities thrust upon her:

Coordinating the design & 
construction of the 
Sheriff's Operations Center 
- the single largest office 
space ever built for the 
Sheriff's Office.  What a 
monumental task!

•

Designing & constructing 
our law enforcement 
memorial.

•

Overseeing the 1,000 bed 
addition to the South County Jail.

•

Overseeing the construction of the Northeast District 
Command Center.

•

Serving as the Treasurer of my re-election campaign.•
Doing the great things moms do to run a house for her 
family.

•

 
ALL OF THIS AT THE SAME TIME while fighting and beating a very 
serious form of breast cancer.
 
There is no doubt about it - Bea was a miracle maker.
 
Bea was brilliant, talented, energetic, enthusiastic, dedicated, loyal, tough -
- and most of all, a positive influence in everyone's lives she touched.
 
She was a common sense anchor -- especially during contentious staff 
meetings. I can remember her telling us, "Sometimes you guys take all of 
this way too serious - Relax, I will take care of it."   AND SHE DID. Bea 
had a calming effect on a bunch of hard charging, high ranking cops. 
When Bea spoke, we all listened!
 
We all believe Bea was near-perfect, but sometimes, and it didn't happen 
often, she would burst into my office in full stride and say, "Okay, I'm here 
to confess -- I may have messed this up. So, hurry and yell at me. I'm busy 
and I've got work to do."
 
I would say, "Okay, Bea. On the outside chance you may have messed 
that up - go fix it." She would laugh that infectious laugh and leave at the 
same pace she arrived.
 
Bea was a real Democrat - and proud of it. During our animated 
discussions over office finances, she made me proud, and I complimented 
her for sounding and acting like a Republican. And, of course, that wasn't 
a compliment she loved.   
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But - and this was just her style- she would relish the occasions when she 
could say, "Now, don't you sound like a Democrat!" and I would accuse 
her of trying to convert me. She would reply, "Don't worry, we don't want 
you."
 
Toward the end of construction of our Sheriff's Operations Center, I made 
a mistake and asked for one last change. She looked at me and said, 
"Look, I'm tired of caring about things I really don't care about." We all 
busted into laughter. I said, "That is our quote of the year!"
 
We all loved Bea, and we will all miss her. In her memory we will always 
strive for the level of excellence and perfection she accomplished. After all, 
we owe it to Bea, because she was the miracle maker for all of us.  
 
Sincerely, 
Sheriff Grady Judd 

In Memoriam 
 

Beatrice "Bea" Ann Reid 
was born in Star Lake, 
NY, and moved to 
Lakeland in 1977. Bea 
was a graduate of 
Kathleen High School, 
the University of Central 
Florida, and Troy 
University where she 
received her Master's 
Degree in Public 
Administration. She 
began working for the 

Polk County Sheriff's Office in 1996, where she was the highest 
ranking civilian member at the agency. Bea was actively involved 
as a parishioner and volunteer at St. Clement Catholic Church in 
Plant City, Lakeland Kiwanis Club, Citizens CPR, Central Florida 
Speech and Hearing Center, and Polk County Sheriff's Charities. 
Bea was recognized in 2011 as the Professional Woman of 
Distinction from the National Association of Women Business 
Owners in Lakeland.
 
Bea was preceded in death by her father Edwin A. Reid of Saranac 
Lake, NY, and brother, Robert Reid of Lakeland, FL. She is 
survived by her sons, Matthew Kirkland and Dillon Kirkland of Plant 
City, FL; stepchildren, Taylor Dickey and Lawson Dickey of 
Lakeland; mother, Irene Kennelly of Lakeland; brothers, Steve Reid 
of Lake Placid, NY, and Kenneth Reid of Massena, NY; sisters, 
Elizabeth Pitcher of Stony Brook, NY and Margaret Little of Omaha, 
NE. 
 
A mass of Christian burial for Bea was held on Thursday, 
September 22, 2011, at the Church of the Resurrection in Lakeland. 
She was interred at Oak Hill Burial Park on U.S. 98 South in 
Lakeland, with law enforcement honors.
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Bea's Legacy
 
Bea left behind two sons, and many other beloved family members. 
It is understood by everyone that her sons, Matthew and Dillon 
Kirkland, were her pride and joy. They meant the world to her. 
 
Matt, who turned 21 years old on September 23rd, wrote a beautiful 
eulogy and poem for his mother and read it at her funeral service 
on Thursday, September 22nd. Matthew is a sophomore at UCF in 
Orlando. Dillon, who turned 17 years old on September 6th, is a 
junior at Plant City High School.
 
The following is an excerpt of the eulogy Matt wrote:
 

 
 
My beautiful mother, Beatrice Ann Reid, was the best.
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When I was preparing to speak about my mom, I tried to collect adjectives 
that would best describe all of her wonderful qualities, with an honor that 
she deserves. One particular word seemed to frequently outshine all of the 
others: best. She was the best. The best employee, the best boss, the 
best hugs, the best kisses, the best smiles, and the best laughs. The best 
woman, the best sister, the best daughter, the best Mother, and the best 
friend. My best friend.
 
And judging by the number of people present today, I can see that the way 
my family and I feel about her is not just due to our family obligations, but 
because she really was that amazing. Over the years I've heard countless 
stories about how great she was at the Sheriff's Office, always determined 
to do all she could. She optimistically approached every task no matter 
what it entailed: volunteering for clubs and events, in leadership positions - 
she always, always was willing to lend a helping hand. She loved you.
 
I know not only from experience that all the loving things said are more 
than true, but from the fact that I know how capable she was, doing 
amazing acts that others would never dream of doing, and because she 
always took care of my siblings and I, as a mother. If she worked half as 
hard at the office to get things done as she did at home to make sure we 
were always as happy as possible, then the Sheriff's Office had to feel like 
they lucked out every day when she showed up for work. Because I know 
just how lucky I am to have had her as a mom.
 
Soccer practice, basketball practice, and football -- every night of her week 
was spent driving back from field to court to field, always with a smile on 
her face and always eager to ask how it went, happy to know that we were 
happy playing what we enjoyed playing. For her, that was enough of a 
reason to devote her nights and weekends to us. Such a selfless person, 
my mother. 
 
I myself am guilty of taking her for granted on occasion, and I will forever 
try to make it up to her. But I know that she is in a better place now, and 
knows just how loved and appreciated she was in every aspect of her life. 
She knows that her family loves her, and she knows that her friends will 
always miss her. And Mom, please know how much I appreciate 
everything you've ever done. And I appreciate all the memories that you've 
given me to help me through today, and the rest of my days without you. 
 
You're the best, and I will always love you, Mom. I will miss you every day 
- you mean the world to me and you always will be the world's best Mom.
 

Page 5 of 16News from Polk County Sheriff's Office

1/31/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=11091841...



Matt, Bea, and Dillon

A Woman Of Distinction
 
Bea was hired by the Polk County Sheriff's Office on March 4, 
1996, as Finance Supervisor. She quickly became a valuable asset 
to PCSO. In September 1996, she was promoted to Finance 
Administrator and to Deputy Director of Finance in October 2002. 
 
Sheriff Judd appointed Bea the Executive Director of Business 
Affairs in January 2005 - a new position created as part of his new 
administration. She was the highest ranking civilian member at the 
Polk County Sheriff's Office and the third highest ranking executive 
staff member (after Sheriff Judd and Chief of Staff Steve Lester). 
She led and managed all administrative aspects of the Sheriff's 
Office including finance, human resources, training, fleet 
operations, information technology, and business services.  
 
Bea earned advanced academic degrees through the master's 
level. She was a Certified Public Accountant and a Florida Certified 
Public Manager. She was a parishioner and volunteer at St. 
Clement Catholic Church; she belonged to and was treasurer for 
the Lakeland Kiwanis Club; served on the Board of Directors of the 
Citizens CPR; served on the Board of Directors of Central Florida 
Speech and Hearing Center; and was the volunteer Executive 
Director of Polk Sheriff's Charities, a large, multi-purpose charity 
that supports public safety causes. Bea coordinated the first two 
"Bustin' Clays With Grady Judd" annual fundraising event for Polk 
Sheriff's Charities (October 2009 and March 2010 -- the next event 
is scheduled for March 2012). Bea was a breast cancer survivor 
and energetically supported the fight against the disease. 
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In May 2011, 
Sheriff Judd 
presented Bea 
with a PCSO 
Meritorious 
Service Medal 
for her 
outstanding 
leadership skills 
and exceptional 
performance 
during the 
planning, 
designing, 
building, and 

relocation to the new Polk County Sheriff's Operations Center and 
Emergency Communications Center. This was the most recent of 
many awards and accolades Bea earned at PCSO.
 
In 2011, Bea was also recognized as the 2011 Professional Woman 
of Distinction from the National Association of Women Business 
Owners in Lakeland on Thursday, April 7, 2011. According to 
NAWBO, a Woman of Distinction is "a woman who exemplifies 
achievement, integrity, professionalism and community spirit. She is 
a woman who embodies those values and has distinguished herself 
in service to her organization, company and community."  
 
At the time she was recognized by NAWBO, Sheriff Judd said:  
"Bea is proven professional who has earned the respect of her 
peers and everyone she supervises.  She may not wear a uniform, 
but she certainly wears the agency's pride well - her bright and 
positive personality, can-do attitude, and exceptional teamwork and 
customer service philosophy, are examples for all of us to follow."
 
Chief of Staff Steve Lester had this to say: "Bea was the complete 
package. She was everything you would want in an employee, and 
especially as a leader. She was hard charging when she needed to 
be, but always showed genuine compassion and concern for her 
members. We will all miss her." 
 

 
A Friend To Many, A Stranger To None 
 

Everyone who knew Bea can 
attest to the fact that she never 
met a stranger - her infectious 
smile and sunny personality 
are the reasons she had so 
many friends and so many 
people who cared about her.
 
Below are some excerpts from 
people all over the country who 
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knew Bea and who will miss her dearly. For the full list of postings 
to her online legacy page, click here 
 
 
To the Reid family and Bea's children and stepchildren, Our thoughts and 
prayers are with your family during this sorrowful time. We fondly 
remember your family and Bea when she was a little girl. 
~ 
The Lines Family, 
Tupper Lake, New York 
 
Take comfort in knowing that now you have a special guardian angel to 
watch over you. 
~ 
Janie Cheshire, 
Lakeland, Florida 
 
BEA, THE LITTLE TIME I HAVE KNOWN YOU, YOU WERE SUCH A 
WONDERFUL AND LOVING PERSON. MY HEART GOES OUT TO 
MATT AND DILLON...I KNOW THEY ARE HURTING...I WILL MISS YOU 
AND I WANT EVERYONE TO KNOW THAT YOU WERE THERE FOR 
ME AND MY DAUGHTER WHEN WE NEEDED A FRIEND. THANK- YOU 
SO MUCH BEA, WE WILL MISS YOU AND WE WILL PRAY FOR MATT 
AND DILLON FOR THE LORD TO EASE THEIR BURDEN. 
~ 
LUCY JONES, 
SANFORD, Florida 
 
 
Bea - My high school best friend! I will miss you. We had some terrific 
times together. I will cherish them always. You were an inspiration to me, 
always beautiful and strong in so many ways. High school would not have 
been the same without you. Take comfort in knowing that your children 
already exhibit the high values that you have taught them and you will 
always be seen in them. Watch over us all. God Bless! 
~ 
Debi Lintz Morrow, 
Lutz, Florida 
 
I never had a chance to get to know Bea but I know when you needed to 
talk to her she was willing to sit down with you and listen. I truly believe it's 
because of her doing this that I am working at the PCSO now. Thanks Bea 
~ 
Clint, 
Lakeland 
 
To Dillon and Matt Kirkland, and the rest of the family, we send our love, 
prayers and heart-felt support to you during this time. We are so sorry for 
this terrible and senseless loss. May God be near to you now and in the 
days to come. 
~ 
Lorraine Bennett and Michael Bennett (PCHS), 
Plant City, Florida 
 
Bea is alive with Christ and the angels in heaven must have greatly 
rejoiced when she came home. She's in a place of even greater "authority" 
where she is watching over us in ways we cannot imagine. I find peace in 
knowing that she is in our "future" not in our past. Love you Bea.... 
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Laura Pinner Woodard 
Class of 87/KHS 
~ 
Laura Pinner Woodard, 
Lakeland, Florida 
 
Well Bea, I guess God needed another Angel to help out because you 
sure are the Angel we called on here at PCSO for anything and 
everything. We miss you dearly and will for a very long time. May God be 
with your family and friends as we all try to heal from this senseless death. 
~ 
Rhonda, 
Lakeland 
 
There are no words that can begin to express the sorrow I have felt at 
reading this story. God Bless her family and children. Know that your 
mother is in the loving arms of Jesus and that YOU are not alone. God 
Bless. 
~ 
Cheryl Semprini, 
Lakeland, Florida 
 
Bea was a bright star when she worked with us at NCT Group. We are sad 
she is gone and wish her family peace and hope. 
~ 
Charles Nunez, 
Lakeland, Florida 
 
For the family of Bea. Bea was a smart, gorgeous, sensitive loving mother. 
She was the woman we all wish we could be. She will be missed by 
everybody who knew her. 
~ 
Kim Vespa, 
Lake Placid, New York 
 
This saddens me greatly. We had honor of growing into young adults 
together through most of High School and College with Homecomings, 
Proms and all our free time. Her kindness has made me what I am today. I 
cherish every memory she gave me. The world is a sadder place today. 
~ 
Brian Karcher, 
Satellite Beach, Florida 
 
 
Bea was a beautiful lady that will forever be an inspiration to all who were 
blessed to know her. To her children and family, may the courage and 
strength that were so much a part of Bea comfort you in the days ahead. 
God Bless you Bea.... we miss you. 
~ 
Laurel Hynes, 
Lakeland, Florida 
 
Bea Reid accomplished great things in her life from her family, community 
involvement, professional life and just the person that she was. We all now 
have an angel watching over us. I pray for her family to have the strength 
to help them through this. Bea, you are greatly missed by many. 
~ 
John & Carla Neil, 
Lake Alfred, Florida 
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Bea was a great friend and confident of my sister. I met her a few times 
and am so sad for the hole she will leave in the lives of her family and the 
Magpies. 
~ 
Jeff Rowe, 
Jonesville, Michigan 
 
Like so many people have said, Bea touched them with her big smile and 
her eagerness to always help! I will especially remember her big smile 
while dressed up in her "Make Your Own Strawberry Shortcake" outfit 
during the Festival. She usually sat behind me during mass, with one of 
her sons. That same smile, just eager to step out and receive the Holy 
Eucharist! May the Lord bless your children, comfort them and show them 
how to get through all of this!! 
~ 
Wendy Hetrick, 
Plant City, Florida 
 
Bea will be missed by all who knew her. She was a special lady, always 
smiling. I pray she walks with the angels and that her children's hearts 
heal soon. God bless you all 
~ 
Fran Cooper, 
Lakeland, Florida
 
There are no adequate words to convey the sorrow that is felt by everyone 
who knew Bea, what a wonderful person she was. So down to earth, so 
funny, so dedicated, and so intelligent. She will be missed by everyone 
who's life she touched. I extend my sincerest sympathy to her Mother, 
Brother, and especially her sons. 
~ 
Barbara Mariani, 
Taylorsville, North Carolina 
 
Bea Reid will always be remembered for her contagious energy, her smile, 
and her positive outlook. She was key in builing PCSO into the great 
agency that it is today. Words cannot express how badly she will be 
missed. 
~ 
Steve Horstman, 
Lake Wales, Florida 
 
Bea, you will be greatly missed by all here at PCSO. You were one 
amazing lady & the opportunity I had working with you will be forever in my 
mind. I thank God for having known you & I want to extend my deepest 
sympathy to your sons & family. You will be forever in our hearts & never, 
ever forgotten. We miss you, Bea. 
~ 
Karen Hofer, 
Winter Haver, Florida 
 
We were so sorry to hear of your loss. The thoughts of many are with you 
at this time of sorrow. I will always remember her big beautiful smile. I got 
to know Ms Bea because my son played basketball in the same team as 
her son and she was always there to help when needed. May the Lord 
comfort you during this hard time. Our prayers are with all the family. Gob 
Bless. Member of St Clement Catholic Church 
~ 
Aracely DeLaGarza, 
Plant City, Florida 
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An amazing and dynamic woman who inspired so many of us. You may 
have been tragically taken from us, but you will never be forgotten. May 
our Father in Heaven bless your family with peace and ease the heavy 
hearts of those who knew and loved you. Rest in peace our dear friend. 
~ 
Maureen Dempsey, 
Lakeland, Florida 
 
I was lucky enough to know Bea during our years together at Kathleen 
Senior High. She and I were on the swim team together and she was 
always quick with a friendly smile and always full of joy. I pray for her sons 
and hope they remember everyday how blessed they are to have had a 
Mother like Bea. God bless all of her loved ones who I am sure are 
struggling with such pain tonight. 
~ 
Jennifer Jolicoeur, 
St Petersburg, Florida 
 
My heart is broken.....Bea will truly be missed. She was that ray of 
sunshine in life....always with a smile and ready to share a laugh. Her sons 
were her life....to them, all of my prayers and love. 
~ 
Nancy Heckerman, 
Plant City, Florida 
 
Such a lovely person. She will be sadly missed by her family and friends. 
My thoughts and prayers go out to her family. 
~ 
Judy Willis, 
Bartow, Florida 
 
Bea, you will always be remembered for the beautiful person you truly 
were. Inside and out, you were always a great mother and an all-around 
extraordinary person. Our thoughts and prayers are with your sons and 
family. God Bless you all. 
~ 
Lamas Family, 
Plant City, Florida 
 
May God provide this family and Bea's children with strength, comfort and 
peace to get through such a tragedy. Bea was a wonderful person, always 
had the warmest, most sincere smile and the most beautiful eyes you 
could ever imagine. May she rest in peace! 
~ 
Sherri Gandy, 
Auburndale, Florida
 
You touched so many lives, and handled so many roles with grace and 
ability. You overcame obstacles in many ways forging forward to reach 
great accomplishments. You will be missed in many ways by so many 
people especially Matt and Dillon - and as the strength and love you gave 
to your Mom. Thoughts, prayers and strength to your family -your Mom, 
sisters and brother and your children and step-children and all those 
friends, co-workers and everyone who knew you. You left footprints on so 
many hearts you-and your smile will be missed!  
Love and respect, 
~ 
Lori VanNess, 
WINTER HAVEN, Florida 
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Bea, you will be missed by all. PCSO will not be the same. I pray that God 
watches over Matt & Dillon and the rest of your family. I pray that God 
takes the boys in his hands and gives them strength and courage, just like 
their mom had. Matt worked with us in Supply & always kept us laughing. 
And I really enjoyed the meetings with you. You always had a joke or two. 
May you be at peace. 
~ 
Debbie Halbritter, 
Lakeland, Florida 
 
At KHS and UCF, Bea was a shining light, a friend to everyone. 
Eternal rest grant unto her, Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon her. 
~ 
Tim Ball, 
Oviedo 
 
May your hearts soon be filled with wonderful memories of joyful times 
together as you celebrate a life well lived. 
~ 
Connie Clark, 
Plant City, Florida 
 
I spoke with Bea not long after her surgery for breast cancer and with a big 
smile, she told me she didn't mourn what she had lost, but thanked God 
for what she still had. What a wonderful, optimistic outlook on life! 
Although we mourn our loss, we know heaven just became a better place, 
because she is there. 
 
God be with her family at this difficult time. 
~ 
Susan Dampier, 
PCSO 
 
Bea, I have known you for so many years, You were a friend and a 
colleague. I cant imagine my life not having gotten to know you. You are 
missed so much right now, and I know as time passes, the fond memories 
will be what we remember and that's what will get us through the 
upcoming days. I will never forget you. God bless you and God bless your 
family. 
~ 
Lisa Butorac/Wojdyla, 
Lakeland, Florida
 
Our prayers go out to the children and family members at this time of 
sorrow. May God comfort you and give you a peace that surpasses all 
understanding. 
~ 
Brett & Rebecca Hermelbracht, 
Fort Meade, Florida 
 
Bea, I know my sister Linda Hodges greeted you in Heaven. You and the 
girls from payroll were at the hospital when Linda was slipping away from 
us. Then you were the first one at the house when Linda passed with food 
for our grieving family. I saw you last at the Christmas party and my heart 
is broken that you have left us too soon. My prayers for strength go up for 
all of your family. Enjoy heaven with Linda and we will all meet again one 
day! 
~ 
Sheila Giammetta, 
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Winter Haven, Florida 
 
To her sons - I knew your mom in high school - we ate lunch together 
many days - and she was always smiling, always happy, always kind. She 
always had something nice to say. She is watching over you now and will 
always love you. 
~ 
Kimberly Moore Wilmoth, 
Gainesville, Florida
 
Talk about an angel, we sure had one here on earth with Bea, & now has 
returned home, God must have big plans for her. But she will be missed 
dearly here on earth. rest in peace Bea 
~ 
Buck, 
Auburndale, Florida 
 
 

I'm Free 
 

Bea's son Dillon (seen 
here with her nephew 
Connor) released a dove 
at the graveside service 
on Thursday, September 
22, 2011. The dove is the 
universal symbol of 
peace, hope, and 
freedom. The releasing of 
funeral doves symbolizes 
the release of the spirit of 
the departed, who is 
finally at peace. Once this 
dove is released by a 
family member, three 
more doves follow, 
symbolizing the Holy 
Trinity of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.
 
Bea's "magpies" (see next 
article) read the following 
poem aloud prior to the 
releasing of the dove:
 
 

 
 
Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free.
I'm following the path God has laid you see.
I took His hand and when I heard him call,
I turned my back and left it all.
 
I could not stay another day.
To laugh, to love, to work, or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way.
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I found that peace at the close of the day.
 
If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joys.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss.
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 
 
Be not burdened with times of sorrow.
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life's been full, I savored much.
Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch.
 
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief.
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your hearts and peace to thee.
God wanted me now; he set me free! 
 
 

And Then There Were Five - The Story Of 
The Magpies 
 
by Carrie Eleazer
 
Once upon a time there was a beautiful woman named Bea, who 
worked at NCT Group in Lakeland, Florida. Bea had an infectious 
smile and laugh, and was a devoted mom to her two boys, Matt and 
Dillon. Part of her job at NCT was to conduct audits at the Polk 
County Sheriff's Office. Each time she visited PCSO, the women 
who worked in Fiscal Services and interacted with Bea grew to love 
her. 
 
Then one day, Bea decided she liked PCSO so much, she wanted 
to work there. When Bea came to PCSO, everyone welcomed her 
with open arms. She was a joy to be around. Three women in 
particular very much enjoyed going to lunch almost every day with 
Bea and visiting with her in her office throughout the day - their 
names were Anne, Joey, and Laura. In fact these women enjoyed 
each others' company so much, that a Lieutenant who worked 
nearby complained to a Colonel named Paul Alley that "all they do 
is sit around and talk, talk, talk!"
 
Colonel Alley called the women into his office one day and told 
them that they "sounded like a bunch of magpies!" The name stuck. 
Also, the women assured the Colonel that they mostly talked about 
work, because of course everyone was so happy to work at such a 
great place.
 
That group of magpies* grew by two more -- Carrie and Michal -- 
and then there were six. Four of the magpies left the PCSO nest 
eventually, leaving Bea and Carrie behind. However, the magpies 
didn't grow farther apart - in fact they grew closer. The magpies met 
at least once a month - for lunch, for dinner, to see a movie, to see 
a play, or just to sit with each other and talk, and tell stories, and 
laugh. There was always laughter.
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Throughout the years, the magpies got married and divorced, had 
kids, got sick, and helped each get through all of those things. The 
beautiful magpie named Bea was even stricken with cancer - the 
magpies, along with everyone at PCSO, rallied around. Bea may 
have lost some hair and even other things, but with prayers and 
love, the beautiful Bea became whole again, and beat that evil 
cancer. 
 
The last planned magpie get-together was during the weekend of 
August 13-14, 2011. The magpies went out of town together. Bea 
brought gifts for everyone - matching watches. Bea said, "Open 
them all at once! See what they are? Know why? It's because I love 
'spending time with you!'" All of the magpies laughed. They did not 
know that would be the last time they would all be together.
 
On September 18, 2011, the beautiful magpie named Bea flew far, 
far away. She is now free. All of her magpies will miss her dearly, 
but they are all grateful for every smile, every laugh, every memory, 
every story, every moment they shared with her. They will think of 
her with fondness, even through their tears, and they will tell her 
children as often as they get the chance how much she loved them 
and how truly special she was. 
 
Thank you Bea, for sharing your life with us. Thank you for always 
letting the important people in your life know that you loved them. 
Thank you for packing more fun and excitement into your 44 years 
on earth than more people pack into twice that amount of time. 
Thank you for the memories, for the laughter, and even for the 
tears. Thank you for your strength, and for teaching us all that when 
life gets tough, all you have to do is smile and push ahead. Thank 
you for never holding a grudge against anyone, proving to us that it 
is possible to just be happy all of the time. 
 
Until we meet again - fly free, Bea.
 

 
The magpies: Carrie Eleazer, Bea Reid, Anne Weeks, Joey Rowe, 
Laura Lockwood, Michal Connolly
 
 
*mag‐pie  /noun/  
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any of several jaylike birds characterized by black‐and‐white coloring, a 
long, tapering tail, and a habit of noisy chattering (mag = chatter and pie= 
pied plumage) 

1.

a person who chatters 2.
Magpies are believed to be one of the most intelligent of all animals 3.
In parts of Britain the magpie is regarded as a bird of luck if you treat it 
correctly, thus when you are out and about in the morning, you should 
doff your hat to the first magpie you see saying "Good morning Mr. 
Magpie, and how's your lady wife." This will help assure your good luck 
throughout the day. 

4.
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